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PROCEEDINGS. 


Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania. 


QUARTERLY  GRAND  COMMUNICATION. 

HELD  IN  PHILADELPHIA, 

|JUNE  JTH,  1871,  /.L.  5871, 


The  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form  at 
seven  o’clock. 

PRESENT: 

Bro.  Robert  A.  Lamberton, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

‘‘  Samuel  C.  Perkins, 

Right  Worshipful  Deputy  Grand  Master. 

Alfred  R.  Potter, 

Right  Worshipful  Senior  Grand  Warden. 

Robert  Clark, 

Right  Worshipfnl  Junior  Grand  Warden. 

Peter  Williamson, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Treasurer. 

‘‘  John  Thomson, 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary. 

‘‘  J.  Alex.  Simpson, 

Assistant  Grand  Secretary. 
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Bro.  Kobert  L.  Muencli, 

‘‘  Robert  H.  Thomas, 

George  S.  Snyder, 

“  C.  J.  T.  McIntyre, 

Alex.  M.  Lloyd, 

“  Charles  R.  Earley, 

O.  T.  Noble, 

“  M.  M.  Meredith, 

“  Thomas  S.  McNair, 

‘‘  William  Chatland, 

Robert  L.  McClellan, 

C.  F.  Knapp, 

“  Charles  M.  Howell, 

William  Himrod,  Jr., 

Charles  L.  Cornman, 

District  Deputy  Grand  Masters 

Rev.  Bro.  George  W.  MacLaughlin, 

Grand  Chaplain. 

Bro.  John  L.  Young, 

Wm.  H.  Taylor,  M.  D., 

Grand  Stewards. 

A.  Robeno,  Jr., 

Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

“  Joseph  H.  Boswell, 

Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

George  W.  Wood, 

Grand  Marshal. 

Jacob  Bennett, 

Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

“  Charles  R.  Shantz, 

Grand  Pursuivant. 

“  Charles  Schnider, 

Grand  Tyler. 


Bro.  James  Page, 

Peter  Williamson, 

John  Thomson, 

Past  Grand  Masters. 

There  was  also  present  a  large  concourse  of  Mastei*s, 
Wardens  and  Past  Masters  from  the  various  Lodges 
under  this  jurisdiction,  and  many  visitors. 

The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Robekt  A. 
Lamberton  in  eloquent  and  feeling  terms  announced 
the  decease  of  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  William 
Barger. 

Past  Grand  Master  Brother  James  Page  arose  and 
addressed  the  Grand  Lodge  as  follows: 

Eight  Worshipful  Grand  Master: — 

A  little  more  than  a  year  since,  sick 
of  body  and  weak  in  mind,  both  physically  and  mentally 
prostrated,  when  I  despaired  of  recovery,  and  was  preparing 
for  that  change  which  sooner  or  later  comes  to  all  men,  the 
late  P.  G.  M.  Brother  William  Barger  called  to  see  me. 
In  the  conversation  which  then  took  place  between  us,  he 
evinced  the  most  affectionate  anxiety  for  my  welfare,  and  in 
reply  to  a  desponding  expression  of  mine,  said,  with  great 
warmth  and  earnestness  of  manner,  that  he  hoped  I  should 
survive  him,  and  pay  the  tribute  of  Masonic  respect  to  his 
memory  when  he  had  passed  away. 

How  inscrutable  are  the  ways  of  Providence !  He  who  had 
no  thought  then  of  living  survives — he  who  had  no  thought 
then  of  dying  is  gone,  and  now  I  stand  here,  in  this  august 
presence,  to  discharge,  imperfectly  it  may  be  but  to  the  best 
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of  my  ability,  a  duty  wbich  be  was  anxious  should  be  per¬ 
formed,  and  the  doing  of  which  he  seemed  to  invite  at  my 
hands.  What  a  solemn  admonition,  especially  to  me,  “with 
whom  the  day  is  far  spent  and  the  night  is  at  hand,” — how 
impressive  a  lesson  to  us  all,  who  saw  him  as  it  were  but 
yesterday  taking  part  in  our  deliberations,  and  evincing,  as 
ever,  his  love  for,  and  zeal  in,  the  prosperity  of  our  noble 
institution.  How  uncertain  is  life,  how  fleeting  and  transi¬ 
tory  all  human  expectations !  Time’s  flight  is  stayed  neither 
by  joy  nor  sorrow.  Whether  we  bask  in  the  sunshine  of 
pleasure,  or  wither  beneath  the  gloom  of  despair,  he  hastens 
on  until  the  appointed  hour,  when  Death  steps  in,  sparing  not 
Infancy  with  its  feeble  and  helpless  cry,  Youth  with  its  shout 
of  joy  and  triumph.  Manhood  with  its  bright  hopes  and 
proud  ambition,  nor  Age  with  its  bended  form  and  tottering 
step — alike  they  fall  beneath  the  scythe  of  the  remorseless 
mower,  and  go  down  to  darkness  and  the  worm,  “  All  go 
to  one  place ;  all  are  of  the  dust,  and  all  turn  to  dust  again.” 

“  Let  sickness  blast,  and  death  devour, 

If  Heaven  shall  recompense  our  pains ; 

Perish  the  grass  and  fade  the  flower, 

If  firm  the  word  of  God  remains.” 

Brother  P.  G.  M.  William  Bargee,  the  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Ann  Barger,  was  born  in  Chestertown,  Maryland.  He 
died,  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  12th  day  of  March, 
1871,  and  was  buried  at  Laurel  Hill,  with  Masonic  ceremonies, 
on  the  16th  day  of  the  same  month.  A  very  large  concourse 
of  Brethren  from  the  Grand  Lodge  and  Subordinate  Lodges 
attended  his  funeral,  and  this  Patriarch  of  the  Order  was  con¬ 
signed  to  the  tomb,  in  which  his  mortal  remains  now  rest, 
by  affectionate  hands  and  grief-stricken  hearts,  there  to  sleep 
until  the  grand  summons  shall  come  from  on  high. 
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Brother  Bakger  was  initiated  in  Masonry  in  Lodge  No.  9 
on  the  4th  day  of  February,  A.D.  1820.  Eesigning  from  that 
Lodge  in  1822,  and  becoming  one  of  the  Charter  Members 
of  Lodge  No.  186,  he  was  its  first  Worshipful  Master.  After 
ten  years  of  active  and  useful  membership  in  that  Lodge,  he 
resigned,  and  joined  Lodge  No.  72  in  April,  1833,  and  con¬ 
tinued  with  it,  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease ;  a  period  of 
thirty-eight  years.  His  attendance  there  was  of  so  constant 
and  punctual  a  character,  that  sometimes,  when  absent,  which 
rarely  happened,  the  Worshipful  Master  would  request  a 
notice  to  be  entered  upon  the  minutes,  that  such  absence  was 
owing  to  sickness,  so  sure  was  he,  that  sickness  alone  could 
have  kept  him  away.  In  a  note  from  Brother  E.  H.  Ogdex, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Lodge,  he  says,  in  speaking  of  Brother 
Barger,  “We  shall  miss  him  greatly,  his  faithful  attendance, 
his  careful  watching  of  the  labours  of  the  Lodge,  his  strict 
integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose,  all  have  made  a  lasting 
impression  upon  the  Brethren  of  this  Lodge.*’ 

At  the  stated  meeting  of  Lodge  No.  72,  on  the  16th  day  of 
March,  A.  D.  1871,  eloquent  and  touching  tributes  to  his 
memory  were  offered  by  its  Worshipful  Master  Brother 
James  C.  W ray,  and  Past  Masters  Brothers  Henry  J.  W kite, 
Alfred  K.  Potter,  S.  Kingston  McKay,  and  by  S.  W. 
Brother  Augustus  Hall,  J.W.  Brother  James  H.  Windrim 
and  Brother  William  F.  Hansell.  A  preamble  and  reso¬ 
lutions,  expressive  of  the  deep  sorrow  of  the  Lodge  for  the  loss 
it  had  sustained,  were  presented  and  unanimously  adopted, 
and  its  Jewels  and  Furniture  directed  to  be  clothed  with  the 
habiliments  of  mourning  for  the  space  of  six  months.  Fresh 
from  the  grave,  where  they  had  dropped  in  silent  grief  the 
tears  of  Masonic  regret  upon  his  coffin,  and  strewn  it  with 
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the  evergreen,  the  “  emblem  of  our  faith  in  the  immortality 
of  the  soul,”  its  officers  and  members  were  keenly  sensible 
of  the  solemnities  of  the  occasion,  and  discharged  a  mournful 
duty  in  a  fitting  and  impressive  manner. 

As  a  proof  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  Brother  Bakger 
was  held  by  the  members  of  No.  72,  they  passed  a  compli¬ 
mentary  set  of  resolutions  on  the  18th  day  of  December, 
A.  D.  1851,  thanking  him  for  his  faithful  and  zealous  devo¬ 
tion  to  its  prosperity  for  nineteen  years ;  tendering  him  the 
Jewel  of  a  Past  Grand  Master  which  was  presented  to  him 
by  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  Henry  M.  Phillips  in  behalf 
of  the  Lodge  and,  declaring  him  an  Honorary  Member, — he 

being  the  first  Brother  ever  so  distinguished  upon  its  Kecord. 

• 

They  subsequently,  in  January,  1858,  presented  him  with 
the  Eegalia  of  a  Past  Grand  Master,  through  Past  Master 
Brother  George  H.  Ashton.  Chandler  Lodge,  No.  227, 
also  passed  resolutions,  speaking  of  him,  “as  a  bright  and 
zealous  Mason,”  one  to  whom  the  Craft  throughout  the  State 
are  largely  indebted,  not  only  for  the  purity  of  their  work, 
but  for  their  prosperity,  and  thanking  him  for  his  “instruc¬ 
tion  and  fostering  care.”  Lodges  No.  325  and  No.  333 
severally  adopted  his  name.  Indeed  there  is  scarcely  sub¬ 
ordinate  Lodge  in  the  City  which  has  not  been  benefited  by 
his  visits  and  his  work,  while  many  there  are  in  the  interior, 
who  will  ever  retain  a  lively  and  grateful  remembrance 
of  his  labors,  and  continue  to  profit  by  the  instruction 
which  he  imparted  to  them.  Brother  Barger  exercised  a 
powerful  and  extended  influence  in  the  Order,  and  that  in¬ 
fluence  was  always  used  in  the  right  direction,  his  innate 
good  sense  and  unselfish  and  truthful  devotion  to  Masonic 
principles  and  virtues,  more  than  compensating  for  any  want 


of  polish  of  manner  and  cultivation  of  mind.  These  are 
sometimes  misapplied,  and  prove  more  hurtful  than  benefi¬ 
cial.  A  good  and  kind  heart,  is  better  than  a  shrewd  head ; 
moral  principles  with  religious  faith,  are  a  far  richer  treasure 
than  any  mere  accomplishments  of  mind  or  person. 

Brother  Baeger  was  elected  Junior  Grand  Warden  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  in  December,  1839;  Senior  Grand  Warden 
in  December,  1840-1841 ;  Deputy  Grand  Master  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1842,  and  Eight  Worshipful  Grand  Master  in  December, 
1843,  and  re-elected  in  December,  1844.  During  the  whole 
period  of  his  official  career  in  the  Grand  Lodge  he  retained 
his  membership  in  Lodge  No.  72,  so  that  his  entire  Masonic 
life  covered  more  than  half  a  century.  In  1852,  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  on  the  Committee  of  Land  Marks,  and  became  its 
Chairman,  on  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Brother 
JosiAH  Eandall,  continuing  in  that  position  to  the  day  of 
his  death.  In  December,  1863,  he  was  elected  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  first  Masonic  Loan  created  for  the  erection 
of  the  Hall  in  Chestnut  Street.  He  was  the  twenty-fourth 
Grand  Master  in  the  order  of  succession  from  1779,  and  of 
his  predecessors  but  four  now  survive.  Brothers  Past  Grand 
Masters  James  Harper,  John  M.  Eeah,  Samuel  H. 
Perkins  and  Joseph  E.  Chandler.  Four  of  the  Past 
Grand  Masters  junior  to  him  have  passed  away.  Brothers 
Whitney,  Bournonville,  Mitchell  and  Goddard,  the 
two  last  dying  while  in  office.  Brother  Past  Grand  Master 
James  Harper,  now  more  than  four-score  and  ten,  is  the 
oldest  surviving  member  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  he  having 
been  initiated  on  the  sixth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1809.  Next 
to  him  comes,  among  the  living  our  excellent  and  venerable 
Brother  Past  Master  Joseph  S.  Eiley,  initiated  on  the  third 
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day  of  April,  A.  T).  1811,  and  wlio  still  continues  with  us 
discharging  his  fraternal  duties  with  the  same  zeal  and 
devotion  which  marked  his  earlier  years.  Long  may  he 
continue  to  cheer  us  by  his  presence,  and  enlighten  us  by 
his  counsel  and  advice. 

In  his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  our 
deceased  Past  Grand  Master  greatly  improved  and  strength¬ 
ened  them.  His  criticisms  on  the  work  of  the  subordinate 
Lodges  in  the  course  of  his  grand  visitations,  were  fraternally 
kind,  contained  sound  doctrine  and  imparted  wholesome 
Masonic  advice.  They  were  mainly  instrumental  in  per- 
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fecting  that  work  and  restoring  it  to  its  simplicity  and  uni¬ 
formity.  It  was  during  his  administration  as  Grand  Master, 
that  the  Charity  Fund,  under* the  will  of  Stephen  Girard 
for  the  relief  of  poor  and  respectable  Brethren  was  raised,  as 
required  by  that  will,  to  the  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollars, 
and  a  code  of  laws  prepared  for  the  government  of  the 
Stewards  of  that  munificent  and  noble  Charity. 

On  his  retirement  from  the  station  of  Grand  Master,  in  his 
valedictory  address,  delivered  on  the  27th  December,  1845, 
Brother  Bakgee  expressed  himself  as  follows  :  “  That  I  have 
done  all  that  was  desirable  I  am  not  vain  enough  to  believe, 
but  that  my  acts,  such  as  they  were,  have  been  prompted  by 
an  honest  desire  for  the  good  of  the  Order,  I  am  conscious 
no  man  will  deny :  the  will  has  been  pure — the  end  Masonic, 
wrong  as  the  judgment  to  some  may  appear  to  have  been.” 
Modest,  but  truthful  words.  They  come  to  us  now  like  the 
voice  of  his  spirit  from  the  tomb— they  fill  our  eyes  with 
tears  and  our  hearts  with  sorrow,  for  he  that  uttered  them  is 
no  more-  silent  is  his  tongue,  cold  indeed  his  brow,  and 
stilled  forever  the  heart  which  once  beat  in  unison  with 


ours,  and  sent  from  its  inmost  depths,  the  cordial  Masonic 
greeting. 

Brother  Barger  had  few  of  the  advantages  of  educa* 
•  tion.  That  was  his  misfortune,  not  his  fault,  for  he  strove 
to  improve  himself  whenever  and  wherever  he  could.  He 
was  truly  a  working  man,  without  unreasonable  aspirations, 
content  to  pursue  the  trade  and  calling  to  which  he  had 
been  bred,  and  of  which  he  was  fully  master.  In  that,  he 
made  himself  an  acceptable  and  useful  member  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  lived,  and  was  widely  known  and  deser¬ 
vedly  esteemed.  He  was  always  industrious,  and  never  so 
happy  as  when  usefully  employed.  He  was  a  good  citizen, 
a  self-made  and  an  honest  man.  He  was  a  working  Mason  too, 
and  wholly  sincere  in  his  devotion  to  the  Order.  There  he 
rose  by  his  work,  as  is  the  aim  of  our  Institution,  graduall}^ 
reached  its  highest  honours  from  a  conviction  in  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  his  Brethren  that  he  was  worthy.  To  use  his 
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own  language,  “  Masonry  had  all  his  heart.  As  he  loved  it 
in  the  past,  he  should  love  it  to  the  close.”  With  his  living 
lips  he  bore  testimony  to  its  virtues,  and  his  dying  breath 
faintly  aspirated  his  devotion  and- his  faith. 

It  may  be  said  with  perfect  propriety  of  our  deceased 
Brother,  that  a  more  earnest  and  devoted  Mason  never  lived. 
The  order  was  his  idol.  He  laboured  for  it  in  season  and 
out  of  season,  and  the  labour  was  one  of  disinterested  love. 
He  had  so  engrafted  its  principles  upon  his  heart,  that 
they  became  a  living  faith,  and  as  he  felt  them  deeply  and 
sincerely,  so  he  sought  to  teach  them  to,  and  impress  them 
upon  others.  With  him  Masonry  was  not  a  form,  it  was  a 
reality.  Its  ceremonies  he  regarded  as  sacred,  too  ancient  to 
be  violated,  too  solemn  to  be  treated  with  levity.  He  knew 
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“  there  was  but  a  step  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous,” 
and  never,  at  any  time  in  his  long  career  was  he  known  to 
trifle  with  any  of  the  principles,  landmarks,  usages  or  cus¬ 
toms  of  the  Craft.  He  held  them  inviolate,  and  could  not 
and  would  not  treat  them  with  levity  himself,  nor  permit 
others  so  to  treat  them.  In  truth,  no  soldier  of  the  Cross 
ever  opposed  a  braver  breast  or  nobler  heart  to  the  warriors 
of  Saladin,  than  did  our  lamented  Brother  to  the  foes  of  our 
Order,  open  or  concealed. 

In  1831,  the  spirit  of  Anti-Masonry,  bitter  and  implac¬ 
able  in  other  parts  of  the  Union,  invaded  our  state,  and  many 
of  the  prominent  members  of  the  Order  in  this  jurisdiction 
were  selected  for  persecution  and  insult.  So  strong  was  the 
tide  of  prejudice  against  the  institution,  that  for  a  time  it 
was  feared  the  flood  would  sweep  it  away.  The  political 
party  then  in  the  ascendant,  determined  to  crush  all  those 
who  adhered  to  their  Masonic  faith.  It  was  indeed  a  time 
to  make  Masons  tremble.  Ho  one  ventured  to  join  the  Order 
with  so  dark  a  cloud  hanging  over  it,  and  many  of  those 
who  did  belong,  feared  the  coming  storm  and  tried  to  escape 
its  fury.  The  Lodges  kept  up  their  labours  with  great  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  many  of  them  were  obliged  to  solicit  help  from 
others  to  prevent  them  from  going  down. 

It  was  in  these  dark  and  trying  hours,  that  the  courage, 
zeal  and  attachment  of  our  deceased  Past  Grand  Master  were 
signally  manifested.  He  was  one  of  the  few  who  yielded 
not  to  the  storm  nor  fled  before  its  power,  and  I  quote  from 
his  own  address  to  show  the  then  condition  of  our  Order, 
and  his  devotion  to  it.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  overstate 
or  magnify  the  depression  of  Masonic  interests  during  those 
trying  times.  The  membership  of  the  Lodges  fell  off,  and 
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their  treasuries  were  depleted.  Stated  monthly  meeting 
nights  came  round,  and  so  far  from  there  being  work  to  do, 
there  was  even  none  to  do  it,  if  there  had  been  work.  Many 
of  the  Brethren  shrank  from  facing  the  prejudice,  while 
others,  more  zealous  for  their  party  than  for  the  order, 
failed  in  their  fidelity.  Many  and  many  a  time  have  I  gone 
around  visiting  Lodges  on  their  appointed  meeting  nights, 
when  not  another  Brother  was  on  hand  to  assist  in  the  for¬ 
mality  of  opening  and  closing.  This  I  did  to  try  and  pre¬ 
vent  the  forfeiture  of  Charters,  and  I  gave  myself  wholly, 
with  untiring  assiduity  to  the  labour.  I  do  not  allude  to  it 
in  a  spirit  of  egotism,  but  simply  as  a  fact  that  shows  to 
what  a  deplorable  condition  we  were  reduced.  LTnfortu- 
nately,  it  is  part  and  parcel  of  Masonic  History  in  this  Juris¬ 
diction.”  Ho  Brother  with  a  knowledge  of  the  times  and 
circumstances  to  which  allusion  is  made,  will  hesitate  to 
endorse  the  correctness  of  all  that  is  here  said  by  our  late 
Past  Grand  Master.  He  stood  firm  in  the  presence  of  dan¬ 
ger,  and  was  to  be  seen  on  all  occasions,  and  at  every  point 
where  he  could  be  of  service  to  the  Brotherhood.  He  was 
assisted  in  his  efibrts  by  other  Brethren,  but  few  of  whom 
now  survive.  He  and  they  were  spared  long  enough, 
however,  to  see  the  storm  spend  its  fury  in  vain,  and  the 
sun  of  Masonry  come  out  with  greater  splendor  than  ever. 
Among  many  recognitions  of  his  services  at  the  period 
alluded  to,  I  will  merely  give  the  following  by  one  of  the 
Lodges : 

“  Resolved^  That  we,  in  common  with  the  whole  Masonic 
Fraternity,  owe  a  lasting  debt  of  gratitude  to  Past  Grand 
Master  William  Baeger  for  his  constancy,  perseverance 
and  devotion  to  the  Order  during  the  dark  days  of  political 
persecution,  now,  happily,  a  thing  of  the  past;  when,  un- 
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daunted  by  popular  prejudice,  be  stood  valiantly  in  the 
breach,  breasting  the  storm.  And  when  serene  skies  smiled 
once  more,  and  he  had  bridged  over  as  it  were,  the  troubled 
waves  of  discord  and  distress,  with  zeal  untiring,  he  laboured 
in  dispensing  and  renewing  Masonic  light  and  knowledge  so 
nearly  quenched,  and  pointing  out  to  his  less-informed 
Brethren  the  customs,  landmarks  and  usages  of  the  Order, 
and  in  exemjDlifying  and  transmitting  the  ancient  work  un¬ 
sullied.” 

“  May  we  be  as  faithful  and  true  ”  in  time  of  trial  and 
.  danger. 

“As  the  cloud  is  consumed  and  vanisheth  away,  so  he 
that  goeth  down  to  the  grave  shall  come  up  no  more.  He 
shall  return  no  more  to  his  house,  neither  shall  his  place 
know  him  any  more.”  ' 

“  A  few  moi-e  years  shall  roil, 

A  few  more  seasons  come, 

■  And  we  shall  be  with  those  that  rest. 

Asleep  within  the  tomb/’ 

The  approach  of  death  caused  no  fear  to  the  mind  of  our 
Past  Grand  Master.  He  suffered  uncomplainingly,  and  died 
with  resignation  to  the  Divine  will,  the  word  “Brother” 
lingering  upon  his  lips,  and  faith  illuming  his  eyes  and 
cheering  his  heart  on  his  entrance  into  the  valley  of  the 
Dark  Shadow.  With  love  to  his  neighbour  and  trust  in 
God,  he  passed  away  without  a  struggle. 

“  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the 
end  of  that  man  is  peace.”  “  A  good  name  is  better  than 
precious  ointment,  and  the  day  of  death,  than  the  day  of 
ones  birth.” 

We  cannot  recall  him  from  the  grave  where  he  lies  en¬ 
tombed,  but  we  can  and  should  recall  his  virtues,  and  strive 
to  profit  by  the  bright  example  he  has  left  us.  We  can  and 
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should  spread  upon  our  record,  a  testimonial  of  his  services, 
keep  them  ever  fresh  in  our  remembrance,  and  do  them 
justice  in  the  tribute  we  render — the  tribute  of  ^lasonic 
respect  and  love ;  “  for  the  life  of  the  dead,  is  placed  in  the 
memoiy  of  the  living.”  Their  good  deeds,  their  kindnesses, 
their  charities,  their  moralities;  but  above  all,  their  Chris¬ 
tian  virtues  and  pious  faith  will  amount  to  nothing  to  those 
who  survive,  if  they  shall  be  permitted  to  vanish  as  the 
smoke  flieth  upward,  and  leave  no  impression  upon  our 
minds  and  our  hearts.  It  is  in  the  steadfast  remembrance 
and  right  appreciation  of  the  pure  acts,  and  just  lives  of 
those  who  have  gone  before  that  we  shall  find  comfort,  gain 
strength  and  be  impelled  to  improve  in  all  that  has  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  elevate  and  enoble  the  human  character.  These 
are  the  lights  which  shine  before  men,  that  they,  seeing  and 
knowing,  may  profit  by  the  lessons,  and  imitate  the  examples, 
and  so  prepare  the  way,  earnestly  striving  to  fit  them¬ 
selves  for  that  building  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the 
Heavens. 

Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved^  That  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  Order  gene¬ 
rally,  have  sustained  a  severe  loss  in  the  death  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Brother  William  Baegee.  This  sad  event  de¬ 
prives  it  and  them  of  his  Avise  and  experienced  counsels,  and 
earnest  and  truthful  labors  in  the  mysteries  of  the  Craft,  for 
he  Avas  ever  read}^  and  Avilling  to  impart  the  one,  and 
prompt  and  careful  in  the  performance  of  the  other. 

Resolved^  That  in  the  discharge  of  the  various  duties 
of  the  Order,  in  devotion  to  its  principles  and  teachings,  and 
in  adherence  to  its  land  marks,  usages  and  customs,  our  late 
Past  Grand  Master  Avas  a  bright  example  of  the  true,  sincere 
and  ardent  Brother,  and  his  Avhole  Masonic  career  one  AA'hich 


vve  cull  poiut  'to  with  Masonic  pride,  and  renieinber  with 
Masonic  gratitude. 

Resolved^  That  in  the  private  life  and  domestic  relations 
of  our  late  Past  Grand  Master,  there  was  everything  to  denote 
the  worthy  citizen,  the  kind  husband,  the  aflectionate  father, 
the  steadfast  friend,  the  good  man  and  the  sincere  Christian, 
his  example  strongly  impressing  upon  us  the  lesson  “  go  and 
do  likewise,”  “for  a  good  name  is  rather  to  be  chosen  than 
great  riches,  and  being  in  favor  rather  than  silver  and  gold.” 

Resolved:  That  this  Grand  Lodge  tenders  its  condolence 
to  the  family  and  friends  of  our  deceased  Brother — for  con¬ 
solation,  they  must  look  to  that  Being  in  whom  he  trusted 
and  to  the  faith  by  which  he  was  inspired — these,  with  the 
recollection  of  a  long  and  well-spent  life  and  an  honorable 
death,  must  be  a  source  of  infinite  satisfaction,  and  will  enable 
them  to  bear  the  loss  they  have  sustained  with  humble  re¬ 
signation  to  the  Divine  will. 

Resolved^  That  this  Grand  Lodge  be  draped  with  the  usual 
emblems  of  mourning,  and  that  two  thousand  copies  of  these 
proceedings  be  published,  one  copy  to  be  sent  to  the  family 
of  the  deceased  by  the  K.  W.  Grand  Secretary,  and  the  re¬ 
mainder  for  distribution  to  the  Grand  Lodges,  and  among 
the  Subordinate  Lodges  in  this  Jurisdiction. 


The  Resolutions  being  duly  seconded  and  the  question 
being  taken  by  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master, 
the  same  were  unanimously  adopted. 

JOHN  THOMSON, 

Grand  Secretary. 


